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WE MOVED in 2005!

Since 1998, the Little Hearts office has been based out of
the home of one of our members. While it worked over
the years, the time has come for Little Hearts to move
out and get “her” own place!

In November of 2005, Little Hearts moved to it’s first
professional office located in the center of town.

Now, whenever orders are to be filled, we no longer have |
to go down to the basement to get the items. Whenever
we have appointments, we no longer have to meet at a
local coffee shop. Whenever we receive a midnight fax,
no one will be woken up. Whenever we print up our
newsletters (which we do ourselves to keep printing costs
down), we will no longer keep those awake who were
trying to sleep.

Welcome to our new office!

Little Hearts has been around since 1998 and we’re here to stay and the best way to help with our future was
to find us a new home. We already have people in town volunteering their time and helping with the adminis-
trative tasks and helping us with orders and newsletter mailing! Many thanks to all our supporters in making
this day possible for the Little Hearts “family”! We wouldn’t be here without your support. If you would like
to volunteer in any way for Little Hearts, please contact us.

To our little grandson, Jacob

Thirty three years ago we had a little son Inside this issue:

We named him Jeff and had lots of fun

We camped, played sports, joined scouts and then Written
Our little son who we loved so much became a man by Kathy Delaney’s story 2

ten Bosch
Time flew by and all of a sudden he was married of Michigan
Three years later our grandson they carried proud Giuliana’s story 2
How excited we were about the little guy grandma
Then we found out he had a heart defect and we began to cry

to Jacob .

Donations 3-6

Our grandson was born and surgery he had Jonathon
On that “special day” we were so happy and sad ten Bosch
But with a lot of prayer we all made it through born 2005 Emilyn’s story 6
With God in your life you all will too
We love our little grandson Connor’s story 7
He’s such a special little boy
And everyone who sees him ,
He just l::ings so much joy Murphy’s story !
Just keep your faith and hope and pray everyday Story by Jeffrey 7

And someday you'll see everything will be OK

A child is a blessing from heaven above

And to all of the families at “Little Hearts”

We'll keep you in our prayers and send you our love

My little brother 8
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Giuliana’s story (VSD)

My daughter Giuliana was born with a Ventricu-
lar Septal Defect (VSD). | did not know much
about congenital heart defects until | started
reading about it. She had a significant (loud)
murmur which anyone would be able to hear
with a stethoscope. Being in the medical field, |
would always listen to her heart to see if it
went away. We were told by our pediatrician
that we needed to see a pediatric cardiolo-
gist. Now it was starting to get a little
scary. At her first visit she had her first EKG
and an echocardiogram. The cardiologist then

valve was starting to stretch and it was time to
get her little heart fixed. So we were referred to
a cardiothoracic surgeon. We were seen within a
couple of weeks and surgery shortly thereaf-
ter. The surgery was performed at CCMC and
what a wonderful experience it was. The entire
staff there was wonderful. | did not know how
to thank them enough for all they did for my
little princess. My daughter had her surgery on
a Tuesday morning and we were home on Fri-
day afternoon. She was a trooper and we could
not believe how fast she was recovering. She is

showed us the defect which was small and told
us it may close on its own. She would now
have to see him every six months. Well, she
did and no change. At the age of four and a half
we went for her yearly. At this time, the aortic

Delaney’s story (COA,VSDs)

One evening after Delaney was born, | noticed she was a little sweaty and fussy. | took her into our
air conditioned bedroom but she didn't get any cooler and started to breath funny. | noticed she
would let out a small moan on every exhale and she became sleepy and stopped fussing. | called our
pediatrician explaining the symptoms when Delaney began to turn blue. The voice on the other end

my miracle daughter. Giuliana is a very special
person and | want to thank Little Hearts for all
that they have done for me.

Giuliana

Story by Giuliana’s dad, Max

Have a story you'd
like to share?
Contact us at

INFO@littlehearts.org of the line urged me to hang up and call 911. The ambulance responded within two minutes,
or by mail it to grabbed Delaney and escorted us out. We arrived at the emergency room to find a team of doc-
P.O. Box 171, tors ready for her. It was a scene out of a movie. The doctor on duty knew almost immediately
Cromwell, CT what was wrong and started to explain. To be honest, all | heard was, "Wha wha wha...extremely

06416 ill...wha wha wha...severe heart condition."

| just sat in disbelief, watching them stabilize her for the helicopter ride to CCMC. My husband and
| drove which was the longest car ride of our lives. We cried and prayed the whole time. This was-
n't fair! We took good care of ourselves. How could this have happened?

When she was brought in, they escorted us into this room. Doctors and nurses were all around
her working vigorously. | was helpless as | watched my weak little five day old baby girl just lay
there on that big table, arms out to the side and almost lifeless. | was sobbing. One of the doctors
leaned over to me and said, "mom, you did the right thing by calling when you did. If you had
waited until the morning, she wouldn't have made it." | then asked, "Can you fix it? Can you make
her better!" He replied, hands clenched, "we hope so." Doctors aren't supposed to say "we hope
so"! They are supposed to say, "yes, no problem". | knew all | could do was trust the team of spe-
cialists and keep praying.

After days of testing, they diagnosed her with Coarctation of the Aorta and two large Ventricular
Septal Defects. After ten days in the PICU, she had open heart surgery and did very well and two
and half weeks later, we were home. Since then, we have had no problems. She is the most con-
tent and smiley little baby | have ever seen. It is almost like she knows she has been given a second
chance in life. We are truly blessed.

Delaney

Story by Delaney’s mom, Erin
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Donations to LITTLE HEARTS in 2005 by members, family and friends

A

Paul & Maria Alfano

Patti & Ron Allen

Erin & Chaz Allis

Robert Armes & Anita Kite
Melanie Asselin

Eileen Avia

B

Rosemary & Dominic Barba
Anne Baritz

Anthony & Jennifer Barone
Kimberly Belotti

Nicholas & Lauren Benetos
Kathy Berens

Charles Berul, MD

Big Y Foods Employee Donations
Sue & David Bolen

Sara Bonneau

Jennifer Box

Sue & Peter Boynton
Laurie Bryceland

Catherine Burke

C

Jennifer Caoili

Teresa & Thomas Caron
Gina Cassidy

Mark & Pia Choi

Judith & Fredric Cody
Margaret Comeaux
Adrienne Commins
Concordia Foundation

D

Tunhan Dang

Dennis Family

Michele & Pete DeVisser
DiMarzo Family

Molly & Steve Dunn

E

Natalie Eaves

Jason & Denyse Englert

E.W. Bower Elementary School

F
Ellen Feinsot
Jaime Fitzgerald

George & Marybeth Folchi

G

Heather & Scott Garrity
Tracy Gomez

Nicole Gonzalez
Kimberly Granito
Jessica Grant

Valerie & Mark Guerin

H

Justin Hancourt

Dena & Matthew Hoberman
Suzanne Hollander

Maureen & Kevin Hull
Catherine Hussey

I
IFMA, SE Michigan Chapter

J

Karen Jenkins

J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation
Matching Gift & Volunteer
Program

Just Imagine U, Inc.

K

Crystal Kalinowski

Robert Kelly

Shannon & Scott Kernahan
Jeannine King

Angela & Troy Klinger

L

Rebecca Labrie
Dave Lazerow
Ellie Lea

Jody & Mark Lech
Cheri Lee

Ann Lee-White
Jean Liddy
Lomnicky Family

M
Charles & Barbara Mainetti
Mainville Family

Malone Family
Michael & Donna Marder

Marian Craig Leers Charitable
Trust

Flavia Mastrodomenico
Virginia Mattei

Kristin Mattias

Beatrice McDonald
Barbara McFadden

Lyn McPhail

M] Mitchell

Jana Morano

James & Melissa Munterich

Jennifer Reilly
N

Monica & Christopher Naig
Jillian M. and Lawrence A.
Neubauer Foundation
Michelle Nisenbaum

Noto Family

O
Therese O’Malley

P Richard Caron
Mary Ann & Louis Panico

Parker Family

Stephany Pascetta & Joshua Pawelek

Paumanok Elementary School
Thomas Perkins

Perot Systems Government
Services

Janis C. Piotrowski

Francine Platt

Play for your Cause

Sandra P. Pollard

Daniel Shadek

R

Thomas Reilly

Mary Ann Ritrovato
Nicolle Rizzo

Nicole & Brian Rogerson
Kelly & John Ryan

Laurie Rybecky

S

Amanda & David Sarno
Chris Schonour
Shadek Family
Christopher R. Sharry
Maxine Sherman

Timothy Stenrud



David Matthew Choi
“miracle one”

Many thanks from all
of us at Little Hearts
for your support. Your
donations help us with our
mission in providing
support and hope to many!

Isabella Rose Barba

Quin n.

BUTTLE HE

Quinn Duva
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Donations to LITTLE HEARTS in 2005 by members, family and friends

Sarah Simac

Jamie Snyder

Mike & Melissa Soltis
Norm & Kathleen St. Denis
Joanne St. Pierre

Dorothy Stenrud

T
William & Joan Timoney
Kristen Tragethon
Robin Triplett

Tucci Family

Bill & Joanna Tuorto

\'%

Mrs. Julia Viagno
Michele Ann Villanucci
Kelli & Brian Voboril

wW

Susan Walsh

Susan Wachta
Natalie & Jon Welsh
Williams Family

Y
Patricia Yorke

IN LOVING
MEMORY

ISABELLA ROSE BARBA
Luella & Dominic Barba
Rosemary & Dominic Barba
Shawn K. Belval

Madison House Harborside
Healthcare

Shelly Micoletti

BENJAMIN MATAN
BORNSTEIN
Lisa A. Perlman

PATRICIA CAPPARELLI
Mary Ann & Louis Panico

ARTHUR COCKER
Vera Cocker

Dora Mutch

ISABELLA CORNETTO
P.M. Dennigan

BRANDON GLIDEWELL
John & Susan Bayzick

Lee & Barbara Everett

Edwin & Sylvia Goughenour
Leighow Veterinary Hospital
Preservers of the Past

Cletus & Barbara Quinn
Betty Jane Snyder

Joan & Arthur Sweeney

ROBERT HOBERMAN
Celia Finman

KADEN MATTHEW LINKE
Annalisa & Rob Espersen

AVERY LIVIOTI
Elaine L. DeBusk

NANCY E. MAHER
Enid Lubarsky

Ginny & George Bohn
Florence Caletti

SYDNEY KATHRYN MEEKS
Karen OBrien

CHRISTIAN LORENZO
MONTOYA
Barb DeSchepper
Barb K

Jennifer Gladden
Martha Huges
Tami Hensley
Yolanda Harla
Irene Heitzer
Marie

Darlene Nicholas
Patrick

Mary Ann Sadler
Bryan Samson
Diane Schneider
Ruth Ann Smith

Cathy Starkey
Debbie Treadway
Vera

Vick Watkins
Bonnie Zander

SAMANTHA MORSE
Christine & Kenneth Morse

THOMAS RISCICA
Teacher’s Association of Pleas-
antville

LILLIAN SCHWED
Stacy & Bruce Horowitz

MICKEY STEIN
Stacy & Bruce Horowitz

IN HONOR OF

JACOB BALDY
Tara Baldy

Big Head Todd
Vincent P. Carnevale
Georgine Wulff

JAMES BOLEN’S 70™
BIRTHDAY

Marlene & Jason Bolen
Beth & Steve Raymond

JASON BOLEN

Barbara & David Kerner
Joel & Harriet Snyder
Richard & Dale Sonenklare
Alexander & Susan Sussman

DAVID MATTHEW CHOI
Mark & Pia Choi

Lor Furletti

Eric Silverthorne

QUINN DUVA
Gail Gauvin

MARRIAGE OF JOHN
FLATLEY
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Donations to LITTLE HEARTS in 2005 by members, family and friends

John Flatley
Megan McHugh

ZACHARY FREY
Sister Jean De Sales
Anne G. Vasti

CARRIE GREGO
Mary Ann Panico

DR. DEBBIE GOLDENRING
Debbie Prince

HAYLEY
Michael & Francine Satran

BABY HOBERMAN
John R. Kilroy

Joan & Steve Vosburgh
Bruce & Maureen Weiss

CONOR KELLY’S 6™
BIRTHDAY
Bridget Kelly

AIDAN PATRICK KENNEY
SUCCESSFUL HEART SUR-
GERY

Karen Kenney

NATALIE MCBRIDE’S 3%°
BIRTHDAY
Ed & Nancy Naile

CONOR MCHUGH
David McHugh

MRS. ANN MCNEILA
Mary Lynch

KYLE MUSSELMAN
Jeffrey & Melinda George

NICKY
Wendy H. Pheil

PAULINE O’LEARY BRIDAL
SHOWER

Pauline O’Leary

MRS. ELLEN ONEIL
Amy & Adam Small

GLORIA PANICO
Mary Ann Panico

MASON PAWELEK
Lisa Pascetta

EMMANNUELLE CARON
RITCHIE’S 2"° BIRTH-
DAY

Danielle & Peter Dunn

Gary & Darlene Evertsen
Bertrand Gastonguay

Marc & Maureen Gastonguay
JMG Art & Framing Inc.
Ursula Richiter

Steven & Nicole Ritchie
Mary Anne Ritchie

Sally Ritchie

MARYANN RITROVATO
60™ BIRTHDAY
Paul & Pam Filippone & Family

BOBBY ROSENBAUM
BIRTHDAY
Marlene & Jason Bolen

CLAIRE RUH’S 4™
BIRTHDAY

Jennifer Ruh, MD & Family
Chris Schonour

WILL SIMMONDS
Lynn E. Bowman
Dianne Cook

John & Lee Goddard
Karen B. Marshall
Donna & Jason Robbins

EDDIE SWABSKI
Moreland Hills School
Nancy & John Salvin
Nicole Drywall LLC

Brian Scinto

BILLY TUORTO
Joanna & Bill Tuorto

JACOB WAGNER’S 2"°
BIRTHDAY
Rebecca Wagner

ABBY JEAN WEINER |57
BIRTHDAY

Brian Barer

Iris S. Sherman
Maxine Sherman
Warren Sherman
Brian D. Skinner
John Skinner

Cindy & Stu Weiner
Jill Weiner

Rob & Paula Weiner

SOPHIE WINEKAR
Sue & Dave Bolen

FUNDRAISERS BY
MEMBERS

AETNA DRESS DOWN
by Rose Solla Palmer
Melody Alexander
John P. Arcari

Kevin Bernier
Vanessa E. Binder
Julie Brown

Laura Cherry
Gertrude Corcoran
Pamela & Jeffrey Ellam
Enza F. Estelle
Pasqualina Falvo
Joyce A. Faricelli
Michelle Fazzino
Stephen Fleischer
Nancy Gajda

Diane lannucci
Robert Jackson

Jill Healey

Charles H. Jordan
Lidia Kapalczynski

Abby Jean Weiner

Aaron Garlitz

Emmannuelle Ritchie
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Caleb Meese

The Caleb Meese
Marathon Fundraiser
used
www.dactive.com

January 2006 Quarterly Newsletter

Page 6

Donations to LITTLE HEARTS in 2005 by members, family and friends

Patricia Kish

Amy E. Kowalasky
Rebecca Kuronya
Krista H. Labrie
Susan Lackenbach
Shari Lascell

Joan C. Lord

Kari Madore
Charlotte Marks
Joann Martin

Amy McKevitt
Nicole R. Murowsky
Barbara Reiterman
Catherine A. Rouleau
Caroline Skee

Philip R. Smith
Kimberly Steben
Tracey Corie
Torrey B. Trzcienski
Crystal Wiener

PASTA PARTY
by Wendy & Keith Garlitz
Kim Adamski

Chris & Joe Andrulat
Cory Beaulieu
Shannon Beebe

Billie Jo Brooks
Jason Burnett

Julie Burnett

Debbie Burnett

Peg & Jim Burnett
Cameron Family

Emilyn’s story (TOF)

Emilyn was born April 21,
2003. The day after she was
born, they told us that she had
a heart murmur but not to
worry. She looked perfect so |
put this out of my mind and
enjoyed my precious
gift. When she was two days
old, the doctors decided to call
in a pediatric cardiologist to
look at her. We will never
forget the moment when this

Kathy Delissio

Laurie & Rich Dion

Jen Finnegan

Karen & David Fitzgerald
Gustafson Family

Al Harmsen

Highland Park Market
Hollbrook Family
Jackson Family

Matthew Jaworski

Jones Family

Robin & Alex Klimkoski
Kosciuzko Benefit Society
Lenny Larson

Liza Mandel

Melissa Matarazzo
Christopher McCreary
Jen Metcalf

Jeff Minalga

Kay & Gordon Myott
Michael & Bonnie Norman
Norman Family
O’Connor Family
Christine Olsen

Tammy Phillips

Gwen & Dan Pond

Steve & Nancy Sadloski
Robert & Carmella Sadloski
Pete & Betty Sadloski
Kathie Sadloski

Carol Slyvinsky

Betty Jeanne Slyvinsky
John Terault

stranger came into the hospital
room and told us that our
sweet perfect looking baby had
Tetralogy of Fallot (TOF) and
that she would require open
heart surgery.

Thankfully, she didn't need
surgery right away and we
were able to take her home so
she could gain weight before

her repair. When she was

Marie Thompson
Woadleigh Family
White Family

SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
by Courtney Grazzini
Raymond & Diane Davis
Wendi & Christopher Grazzini
Anthony & Carmen Mulea

St. John's The Evangelist
School

CALEB MEESE 25 MILE
MARATHON
Daniel Balls

Mary Barba

Claudette Burlison
Jacie Crawford
Michele Diliberto
Joan Gaines

Joe Grigg

Sahar Hekmati
Andrew Kaplan

Ruth Kennedy
William Kozub
Dianne Manning
Deana Matuch

David Meese

Michael & Jane Schock
Annie Schweikert-Hoyle
Kristina Tryon
Elizabeth Vonderheide
William Woods

three and a half month old, we
We
knew this day would come yet
we were panicked. We were
terrified of the outcome.

were told it was time.

It is amazing what the medical
world can do for our "heart
children".

by Emilyn’s mom, Stephanie
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Conor’s story (TAPVR)

Conor was born by c-section
on January 26, 2000. Being
our second child, we were
looking forward to enjoying
our new baby and assuming we
were "veteran" parents. Well,
we were in for the shock of
our lives.

After Conor was born, he was
having difficulty breathing so
there was the thought that he
had pneumonia. After working
on him for an hour, the neona-
tologist called in a pediatric
cardiologist. Conor was then

diagnosed with TAPVR and
was intubated and transferred
to Columbia Presbyterian of
New York. When he was only
twenty hours old, he had open
heart surgery. His repair was
more complicated than antici-
pated and his recovery was
very, very difficult. His lungs
were what they called "very
wet" and the miracle of chest
tubes assisted in "drying" them
out.

These fives years have been
such a learning experience for

Murphy’s story (TGA)

On September 13, 2004 we
were the proud parents of a
bouncing baby boy. However,
shortly after his birth, Murphy
was quickly whisked off to
"special care" NICU because
he was having trouble breath-
ing.  We were absolutely
stunned to find out that he
had Transposition of the
Great Arteries (TGA).

Within two hours, he had a
balloon atrial septostomy and
two days later he had an arte-
rial  switch. The latter
of which was one of the long-
est days of our lives! We
were beside ourselves with
worry but ten days later we
were home.

Murphy had reflux until about
six months of age. He is now

Story by Jeffrey (HLHS)

Hello, my name is Jeffrey and |
have a heart defect. HLHS is
my heart defect.

I’'m 9 years old and I'm in the
4" grade. | have a lot of
friends. | do the one mile run
every year and this year |
came in 36 out of 46 kids.
Yeah! | love beating other
kids and they didn’t even have
a heart defect. Ok, enough

with the other kids and back
to me.

Once at the picnic, a grown
up came up to me and said,
“You know, if you were not
here, we would not be at this
place right now.” They even
said, “You were the one who
started these picnics. If you
were not here, no one would
be at the picnic today having

the entire family. Conor has
been in and out of the hospital
for various respiratory and
pulmonary issues, however,
nothing seems to slow him
down. He is an amazing
kid. We consider ourselves
blessed to have been touched
by his doctors, nurses, family,
friends and Little Hearts. Only
parents of "heart children" can
understand what it is like. For
that, we thank you.

By Conor’s mom, Bridget

walking, self-feeding, jabbering
constantly and eats everything
healthy in sight. He also hits
the milestones right on sched-
ule. We go for EKGs and
echocardiograms
larly. He is doing great and
has never looked back!

regu-

by Murphy’s mom, Kathleen

fun”. | liked it when this
grown up said this to me.
And, the one who helped me
so | could be at the picnics
and for kids to have fun, is the
one and only, Dr. Jonas.

Jeffrey was born June 6, 1996
with Hypoplastic Left Heart
Syndrome. His story is online at
www.littlehearts.org

Read more stories
online at
www.littlehearts.org
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My little brother was born with a heart defect

Hello, my name is Matthew and I'm twelve years old. My little brother has a heart

_ defect called Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome. When he had his first surgery, |

didn’t understand what was going on. | was only 3 /2 or 4 years old then. When

. time went by, | understood that my baby brother was a miracle. | learned that he

almost died when he was a baby. In fourth grade, we learned about the circulatory
system and | did a poster on his heart. All the other kids in my class did a poster
on the heart’s normal circulation.

Now, | sometimes forget that he has a heart defect because of his ability to run and
play like the other kids. He also acts like a little brother sometimes and drives me
crazy. Sometimes, he just knows how to bug me. But, that’s his job as a little
brother, isn’t it?

But, we do what brothers do now and we have fun. Our favorite thing in the win-
ter is to sled down this big hill.  We have to walk up the hill a lot and whenever
he gets tired just a little bit, he stops for a breather. But, | have to admit, | get tired
too and | stop for a breather too. My brother is terrific.

Any other siblings want to share their story? Email LITTLE HEARTS at INFO@littlehearts.org or phone toll free 866-435-HOPE



